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In recent years soaring energy prices and a 
series of environmental regulations have hit the 
plastics industry hard.  Materials costs are posing 
a significant economic challenge to manufacturers 
in high volume markets and, constrained by the 
market structure and strong competition for low-
prices, many have been unable to transfer to their 
customers the increases in raw material expenses.

Pressure is on to find innovative ways to keep costs 
down, identify new materials, sources and material 
alternatives. Foamed substrates may represent cost 
effective alternatives in many cases.  Blowing agents 
or blowing gases are excellent “fillers” and have the 
dual benefits of saving material and reducing weight 
– the latter again minimising shipping and other 
related expenses. 

Today there are numerous solutions on offer – new 
methods, technology, processes, and additives – 
not to mention the wealth of experience in this 
area of plastics. 

Smithers Rapra’s eleventh conference is now well 
established and the only one world wide offering 
such a range of academic, practical and industrial 
papers. 

Drawing interests from all relevant industries 
involved in actual and potential foam applications, 
the next conference will be a good platform to report 
your findings and share experiences in various areas 
of expanded polymers such as:

•	 Standard, biodegradable and bio plastics

•	 Energy saving and foamed insulation 

•	 Environmental view on foamed materials

•	 Environmentally safe gases e.g. nitrogen

•	 Foaming of packaging material

•	 Optimising cell structure through nano technology

•	 Latest discoveries, developments and 
fundamentals in foams and nanostructures 

•	 Relation of foamed polymers and flame retardancy

•	 Processing: extrusion, injection moulding 

•	 Studies on rheology of polymer/gas dispersed 
systems

•	 Using, introducing and controlling gases

Presenting authors at Blowing Agents and Foaming 
Processes 2009 will be entitled to free registration 
on both days of the conference including lunches, 
refreshments and a copy of the proceedings. If 
you are interested in presenting a paper at this 
event, please send a title, short summary, speaker 
name(s) and company name(s) to Alix Yates e-mail 
ayates@rapra.net or Fax +44 (0)1939 252416 by 
the deadline of 7 November 2008.

Early Registration Offers

Register before 19 March 2009 to take advantage of 
the special Early Bird Discount registration fee.

Companies sending one or two delegates

€899 + VAT at 19% per delegate before 19 March 
€1099 + VAT at 19% per delegate after 19 March

Companies sending three or more delegates

€799 + VAT at 19% per delegate before 19 March 
€999 + VAT at 19% per delegate after 19 March 

Registration includes a copy of the proceedings, 
lunches and refreshments during the day.

Exhibition & Sponsorship

Smithers Rapra Technology Limited has a range 
of bespoke sponsorship packages available to 
maximise your corporate profile at this important 
event.  For further information please contact 
Alix Yates, ayates@rapra.net.



If you would like to present a paper at this event please complete and return this abstract form to the Rapra Conference department by 

7 November 2008. Alternatively please e-mail an outline of your proposed paper to Alix Yates (ayates@rapra.net).

You will be allowed 30 minutes for the presentation at the conference which includes approximately 5 minutes for questions. Finished 

papers must be provided prior to the conference for inclusion in the pre-printed proceedings distributed free to all delegates at the event. 

The programme consultants will review abstracts submitted and authors will be notified of acceptance by 5 December 2008.

Presenting authors at the conference will be entitled to free registration on both days including lunches, refreshments and a copy of 

the proceedings.

Title of Paper

Author 
Prof / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Other

Subject area

Please return this form by 7 November 2008 to: 
Alix Yates, Conference Business Manager, Smithers Rapra Technology Limited, Shawbury, Shropshire, SY4 4NR, UK  
Fax: +44 (0)1939 252416 or e-mail your abstract to: ayates@rapra.net

Abstract (approx. 200 words)

Co-authors

Name

Company

Address

Tel. Fax. E-mail
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